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tion and experimentation, i. e., with symbols, equations and with facts. 
Only in this way is the use of apparatus made possible. These — symbols, 
conventional principles, equations, their manipulation — and experiments 
with these in mind are the aspects and means of knowledge in those fields 
in which we are most able to do. This is pragmatism and not absolutism. 

Edward G. Spaulding. 
College of the City of New York. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

JOURNAL OF COMPARATIVE NEUROLOGY AND PSYCHOL- 
OGY. January, 1905. On the Areas of the Axis Cylinder and Medul- 
lary Sheath as Been in Sections of the Spinal Nerves of Vertebrates (pp. 
1-16) : H. H. Donaldson and G. W. Hoke. - The areas, in cross section, 
of the axis cylinder and of the medullary sheath are very nearly equal to 
each other ; and this holds true, with deviations of less than two per cent., 
of all classes of vertebrates above the Cyclostomes. On the Number and 
Relations of the Ganglion Cells and Medullated Nerve Fibers in the 
Spinal Nerves of Frogs of Different Ages (pp. 17-56) : Irving Hardesty. 
- There are about three times as many cells in the frog's spinal ganglia 
as fibers in the dorsal roots ; there are always more fibers in the combined 
nerve distal to the ganglion than in the two roots together. Some of this 
' distal excess ' is accounted for by the bifurcation of fibers, both sensory 
and motor, which occurs to a limited extent just distal of the ganglion; 
another known factor, and probably the most important, is the incoming 
of sympathetic fibers which pass into the ganglion and end there; it is 
also possible, though not proved, that some of the cells of the ganglia, 
while sending no fiber inward to the cord, send one outward. The ' distal 
excess ' increases with the age of the frog. Editorial. Psychology and 
Neurology (pp. 57-61) : H. Heath Bawden. - There is need for the two 
sciences that deal with the nervous system to cooperate in investigation 
and discussion, but this is made difficult by the diverse history and meta- 
physics of their concepts. When once the energic conception, applied to 
both matter and mind, has thoroughly penetrated biology and psychology, 
it will go far toward removing the difficulty. The International Com- 
mission on Brain Research (pp. 62-65) : G. Elliot Smith. - History of 
the origin of the Commission, and account of its first meeting in London 
in May, 1904. Literary Notices. 

ZEITSCHRIFT FUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE 
DER SINNESORGANE. January, 1905, Band 37, Heft 1 u. 2. Quan- 
titative Untersuchungen uber die Bleichung des Sehpurpus in rnono- 
chromatischen Licht (pp. 1-55) : Wilhelm Trendelenburg. - The curve 
of the bleaching effect of spectral colors is well-nigh identical with that 
of the threshold values of these colors in faint light vision and this again 
identical with the curve of the energy absorbed. Results are in accord 
with theory that visual purple reenforces faint light vision. Experi- 
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mentelle Beitrdge zur Lehre vom Gedachtnis. Erster Teil (pp. 56-103) : 
P. Epheussi. - (1) In the memorizing of nonsense syllables the part 
method of learning is considerably more economical than the learning by 
wholes. (2) In the memorizing of numerals or pairs of words or numer- 
als the whole method gives best results. Uber farbige Lichtfilter (pp. 
104-111) : Gunni Busck. - Determination of intensities of lights trans- 
mitted by various colored solutions for various wavelengths. Effects of 
intensity as well as quality of colors may be important in biology. Lit- 
eraturbericht. 

ZEITSCHKIFT EUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE 
DER SINNESORGANE. February, 1905, Band 37, Heft 3 u. 4. Ex- 
perimentelle Beitrdge zur Lehre vom Gedachtnis. Zweiter Teil (pp. 161- 
233) : P. Ephrussi. - Influence of rapidity of reading on memory. Rapid 
reading gives best results in systematic method of learning; in chance 
method slow reading most economical. Paradoxical result explained as 
due to decrease in association in rapid reading. Vergleichende Messung 
der kompensatorischen Bollungen beider Augen (pp. 235-249) : Roswell 
Parker Angier. - Compensatory rolling of both eyes is identical or nearly 
so — both as to amount and direction. The conclusions of Delage, who 
found considerable differences, are criticised and denied. Die scheinbare 
Vergrosserung der Sonne und des Mondes am Horizont (pp. 250-261) : 
Eugen Reimann. - History of the problem. Sky at zenith appears nearer 
and darker than at horizon due to degree of transparency, thickness, illu- 
mination and relative brightness of background. The apparent size of 
objects seen under equal angles increases, therefore, from zenith to horizon, 
since they are at an apparently greater distance. Literaturbericht. 
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essays on Leslie Stephen and his works by James Bryce and Herbert 
Paul. New York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1905. 8vo. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The fifth annual meeting of the Western Philosophical Association 
was held at the University of Nebraska, April 21-22, 1905. Professor A. 
Eoss Hill, president of the association, chose for the subject of the annual 
presidential address, 'Philosophy and Education.' The program of the 
meeting was as follows : ' The Place of the Time-Concept in Epistemology 
and in Metaphysics,' Professor J. E. Boodin ; ' The Category of the Un- 
knowable,' Mr. David P. Swenson; 'The Esthetic Attitude,' Dr. Bobert 
Morris Ogden; 'Some Contradictions in Current Theories of the Psy- 
chology of the Judgment,' Professor W. B. Pillsbury; ' The Belation of 
Psychology to the Philosophy of Beligion,' Professor P. C. French; 'The 
Meaning of Eight,' Professor Prank Sharp. In addition, there was a 
general discussion on ' The Present Estimate of Kant's Place in the His- 
tory of Theoretical Philosophy,' led by Professor A. O. Lovejoy, and vol- 
untary reports in philosophy and psychology. 

At the recent meeting of the board of regents of the State University 
of Iowa, the following changes were made in the department of philosophy 
and psychology: Professor G. T. W. Patrick was granted leave of absence; 
Professor C. E. Seashore was made head of the department; Professor 
Arthur Fairbanks, of the department of Greek, was asked to give the 
courses in ancient and medieval philosophy and the philosophy of religion; 
Dr. J. B. Miner was promoted from instructor to assistant professor of 
philosophy, and Mr. Daniel Starch was appointed assistant in the labo- 
ratory. 

The Eev. William I. Chamberlain, now in charge of the missionary 
college at Verlore, India, has been appointed professor of philosophy at 
Eutger's College. 

Professor Hugo Munsterberg, of Harvard University, has declined 
the offer of a chair of philosophy, tendered to him by the University of 
Konigsberg. 

Professor Charles M. Bakewell, associate professor in philosophy 
in the University of California, has been appointed professor in philosophy 
in Yale University. 

Dr. E. B. Perry has been promoted to an assistant professorship of 
philosophy at Harvard University. 



